
PPWR:
GUIDELINES FOR 

SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING

Reusable Packaging as the Key to the Future of Packaging

The European packaging industry is facing a profound transformation. With the Packaging and Packaging 
Waste Regulation (PPWR), the European Union aims to significantly reduce packaging waste, promote reuse, 
and establish a true circular economy. 
 
In this context, reusable packaging is evolving from an optional sustainability component into a strategic  
success factor. Companies that embrace reusable packaging early on not only ensure regulatory compliance 
but also increase their resilience, lower long-term costs, and reduce their environmental footprint. 
 
bekuplast has been actively supporting this transformation for decades—with durable, reusable, and circular 
transport packaging that already meets the key requirements of the PPWR today.
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What is the PPWR?

The Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) is EU Regulation (EU) 2025/40, 
which replaces the previous Packaging Directive. Unlike a directive, it is directly  
applicable and binding in all EU member states and, for the first time, establishes  
uniform Europe-wide rules for packaging.

 
The focus is on: 
∙ Reducing packaging waste 
∙ Promoting reusable and returnable systems 
∙ Ensuring the recyclability of all packaging 
∙ Increased use of recycled materials 
∙ Strengthening the circular economy



PPWR-REQUIREMENTS

Application of the PPWR
August

2026 

2030 
Requirements starting in 2030

∙ 40% of transport packaging must be reusable
∙ All packaging must be recyclable
∙ At least 35% recycled material in transport packaging that does not come into 	
  contact with food
∙ At least 10% recycled material in transport packaging that comes into contact     
  with food

2040 
Requirements starting in 2040

∙ At least 70% of transport packaging must be reusable
∙ At least 65% recycled material in shipping packaging that does not come into  
   contact with food
∙ At least 25% recycled material in transport packaging that comes into contact with  
   food

Schedule and Ratings

The PPWR is being implemented in phases – with clearly defined milestones. 
 
These figures make it clear: single-use packaging is rapidly losing its relevance, while reusable systems are 
becoming the norm.
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Why the PPWR is relevant now

Even though transition periods are in effect, one thing is already clear today: reusable packaging, reuse, and 
recyclability will become mandatory. Companies that act early on ensure planning certainty, avoid time and 
cost pressures, stabilize their supply chains, and position themselves as sustainable, future-proof partners. 
 
Reusable transport packaging is a central component of the PPWR—but it is not a one-size-fits-all solution. 
Early collaboration with experienced partners is crucial to tailor reusable packaging concepts specifically to 
processes, products, and logistics.
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Your partner for PPWR-compliant reusable solutions

Reusability is part of our DNA. Since 1985, we have been developing durable reusa-
ble transport packaging that already meets PPWR requirements today—economical, 
sustainable, and proven in practice.

Our contribution to PPWR 
∙ Circular economy: Reusable packaging that returns to the material cycle 
∙ Reuse before recycling: Durable solutions for multiple uses 
∙ Recycled materials: Use of high-quality recycled materials 
∙ Waste minimization: Production waste is recycled 
∙ Traceability: Individual identification via RFID, barcode or QR codes  
∙ Take-back: Professional recycling of end-of-life containers

ACT AT AN  
EARLY STAGE

Questions about PPWR?

We provide personalized consulting and develop customized, 
PPWR-compliant reusable solutions – sustainable and cost- 
effective.

Jan Sünneker 
CRM Manager

Mail: j.suenneker@bekuplast.com 
Tel.: 05944 9333-622


